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eastern fringe of the town of Fleet and forms an extremely valuable historical, social, recreational and 
biodiversity resource for the local community.  

The lake and its surrounding habitats are managed as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Local 
Nature Reserve (LNR), and includes areas of open water, wet and dry woodland, reedbed, marshland and 
heathland.  

Over the years, the ecological and physical condition of Fleet Pond has declined due to the build up of silt in 
the lake brought in from the Gelvert and Brookly Streams. The build up of silt is causing key habitats to 

conservation objectives.  

The Fleet Pond Restoration Project aims to recreate lost habitat and improve biodiversity value within the lake 
and to also protect the lake from future environmental changes. 

This is a long-term project being carried out in partnership with Hart District Council, Environment Agency, 
Natural England and the Fleet Pond Society (amongst others).   

Funding has been secured for the first phase (Phase 1) and these works are the first significant step towards 
the restoration of Fleet Pond.  
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PHASE 1 RESTORATION PROPOSALS 
  
 

Up to now, the delivery of any substantial restoration works has 
been prevented by the lack of funding. In November 2010 Natural 
England was successful in securing Higher Level Stewardship 
(HLS) Funding for the Phase 1 Restoration proposals, with Hart 
District Council also contributing.  
 
Hart District Council has confirmed that certain aspects of the 
Phase 1 works require planning permission. 
 
The two main aspects of the Phase 1 works requiring planning 
permission are: 
 
 shallow dredging of areas of the lake to increase lake depth and 
to create small islands and areas of important conversation 
value; 

 
 creation of a new additional channel from the Gelvert Stream 
around the south and eastern side of the lake to divert flows with 
high silt content and to create new wetland habitat. 

 
Hart District Council and the project partners are now in the 
process of finalizing detailed technical studies that are required to 
support the planning application.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the years there have been numerous proposals to restore Fleet 
Pond SSSI.  These included extensive and detailed restoration plans, 
trial studies, and ongoing works by the Fleet Pond Society and Hart 
District Council.   

In 2010, the Phase 1 Restoration Proposals were agreed with the aim 
of providing affordable and achievable benefits to the lake, its wildlife, 
nature conservation status and its local community.  

The key objectives of the proposals include: 

1. Creating an additional stream channel to carry some of the silty 

the right conditions to allow this to settle out; 

2. Creating new wetland habitats associated with this channel; 

3. Small scale dredging within the lake to increase depth; 

4. Creation of new lake island habitat, using the dredged lake 
sediment and providing new reedbeds for birds, fish, and insects; 

5. Creation of sheltered marginal habitats to promote clear water 

which it was renowned. 

These objectives also assist in delivering the Fleet Pond 
Clearwater Campaign, requirements under the Water Framework 
Directive and Hart District Councils statutory obligations as the owner 
of Fleet Pond SSSI. 
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Imagine Fleet without Fleet Pond 



 

GELVERT STREAM DIVERSION 
CHANNEL 
  
 

The Gelvert Stream Diversion works will incorporate a new and additional channel.  This will take some of the water from 
the Gelvert Stream and carry silt into woodland areas designed to settle out this material before it re-enters the lake on its 
northern shore.  This will also create new wetland habitat within woodland. 
 
 
 

Example of new woodland channel 

 

The new channel will start at an existing overflow from the Gelvert 
Stream bank and lead into Starveacre Wood and an existing ditch 
system.  A further section of new channel will be created in 
Coldstream Wood, where trees have recently been felled. The flow 
of water can be controlled by sluice gates to either let all of the 
water flow down the Gelvert Stream, as happens now, or let a 
reduced amount of water flow down the Gelvert Stream and the 
excess flow into the new channel.   
 
New habitats such as backwaters, ponds, wet woodland and the 
stream will be created and designed to encourage silt deposition.  
Any water not soaking into the ground or stored in these features 
will flow into the lake a behind some of the new island habitats.    
 

These works will provide significant conservation benefits by 
reducing the amount of sediment entering the lake directly from 
the Gelvert Stream.  
 
It is hoped that the creation of a new diversion channel will 
commence in 2011. 
 
 
 

New valuable wetland habitat will be created 

 



 

LAKE DEPTH RESTORATION   
 

The Phase 1 lake depth restoration works will include the dredging of specific areas of the lake and the re-use of the 
dredged lake sediment (largely sand) to create a sequence of islands in around the lakeshore.  
 
 

 
 
 

Illustrative Cross-section of Mid-water Islands 

The new shallow island features will be approximately 1 to 
1.5 metres high (the lake is roughly 1m deep) and will be 
allowed to vegetate naturally. The outer and inner margins of 
the islands will be planted with native reedbeds.  

Only a proportion of the islands will be visible from the shore. 
The new islands will not fully enclose the edge of the lake 
area. Gaps will be left between the islands to enable water to 
flow freely, to provide wildlife and rowing boat access, and to 
keep valuable views across the lake.  

The islands will provide sheltered marginal areas which will 
provide positive benefits for a range of valued species, 
i  

Some of these sheltered areas will be 
managed to encourage the recovery of lake 
plants, water fleas and invertebrates. 

The lake depth restoration work would be 
phased with some works starting in 2011 and 
then concluding in 2012.  
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 

A planning application will be submitted in April 2011 for the stream 
diversion and land restoration works.   

Once submitted, full details, including all of the supporting technical 
studies, plans and statements will be available for review and comment.   

web site and hard copies will be available for review in a number of 
publicly accessible locations. 

Information on this process will be posted on the information boards 
located at Fleet Pond, on the Hart District Council and Fleet Pond 

press. 

 

 

Normal planning notifications will also be issued. 

Partners: Hart District Council, Fleet Pond Society, Environment Agency, Natural England, Johns Associates 

 


