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From The Group Leader 
 

Welcome to December, and an ostensibly grey Christmas! 
 

Another year almost over as we meet for the last time this year, even the December Outdoor 
Meeting having already taken place  a bright and sunny morning spent about Fleet Pond 
where a Kingfisher, flocks of Siskin and Lesser Redpoll, vocal water Rail, showy Nuthatch 
and Treecreeper, fly-over Little Egret and Snipe spring to mind from the wildlife seen. The 

, a real winter walk 
ell. I look forward to seeing you 

there and hearing of your early year birding. 
 

th 
regard to this please do read the article about the continuing persecution of one of our most 
exciting and increasingly rare raptors, the Hen Harrier. This shows that the Society, and 
others, is heading very much the right way in continuing to both move forward with 
scientific discoveries and the appropriate prosecution of those perpetrating these barbaric 
crimes. Although the Society and many other like-minded organisations are helping to 
ensure that such headline atrocities are becoming ever less frequent we must unfortunately 
remember that there are those out there that will do such things, and that we need to be ever 
vigilant in both that which we watch and those that we might just talk to about such things. 
Such crimes are still an but hope that this bad press brings more people 
with the correct  attitude towards such birds, and wildlife in general, in to the fold and that 
further perpetrators are bought to task over their misdoings. As always, if you see 
something suspicious or that worries you, let us know! We may not be able to do something 
immediately, but we definitely know the people that can. 
 

things. 
festive season and hoping that 2013 is even better for you and yours. 
 

Peter E. Hutchins 
 

 

 

 



Notices 
 

Newsletter Mailings 
 
Thank you to those that have continued to forward their mailing addresses  more trees 
saved and more time to do other things now!!! The more 
the merrier!  aper-less / free  
with perhaps now no more than 25 needing to be printed off on a monthly basis  
 

Local Group Website 
 
The following area of the Basingstoke Local Group website is currently very much under 
populated and it would be appreciated if you could help out with respect to this: Places  to  
see  birds. 
 
If you could pen a few words about a local site that you enjoy visiting we could then 
gradually add these to the website so as to give other locals an idea of where to go to see 
birds about the Borough, or even that little bit further afield. 
 
Nothing huge, dramatic or specific, just a quick summary of where, what you might see, 
when to go and what you particularly enjoy about visiting there would be more than 
appreciated. 
 
Eastrop P Newsletter 

 
 

Bird Food 
 

 
 

We are happy to supply any bird food to you at any time, just call on 01256  770831, 
07895  388378 or mail us on fieldfare@jaybry.gotadsl.co.uk and we will arrange delivery 
to you. If you have any requirements that are not listed, please do let us know and we will 
ensure that they are available when you, or your birds, need them. 
 
Bird Food Pricelist: 
 
The below are examples of just a few of the items that we can supply. Please do enquire 
after anything else and we will provide you with a cost, time of delivery etc. As both of us 

mailto:fieldfare@jaybry.gotadsl.co.uk


are currently working in / about Basingstoke delivery can be expected to be completed 
within a day of an order being received  can you get that service anywhere else? Prices 
vary according to the seasonality of the foods, where we are able to source them from, and 
so on, but a few for reference are:  
 

Wild bird Mix 40p/lb. or 88p/kg 
 
Peanuts £1/lb. or £2.20/kg 
 
Black Sunflowers £1/lb or £2.20/kg 
 

Sunflower Hearts £1.10/lb or 
£2.42/kg 
 
Niger £1/lb or £2.20/kg 
 
Fat Squares £1 each 
 
Fat Pecker Balls 25p each

Also available are a range of birdboxes and feeders. 
 
A variety of items will be available at most Indoor Meetings but if there is 

 
 
Peter & Alison 

 
 

  
 

Cutting-edge Science Reveals Bird Of Prey Persecution 
 
The battle to save England's most threatened nesting bird of prey from illegal 
persecution is going increasingly high-tech as a technique used for the first time in 
the UK confirms that a female Hen Harrier that was found dead in the Yorkshire 
Dales, North Yorkshire, had been shot. Conservationists were monitoring the bird, 
which had been fitted with a satellite tag, remotely as it ranged across the uplands 
of Scotland and northern England earlier this year. Concern for the bird was raised 
in late June when satellite data indicated that the bird was stationary. The bird's 
body was recovered from a moorland area managed for grouse shooting in the 
Yorkshire Dales by Stephen Murphy of Natural England on 5th July 2012. 
The bird's death is being investigated by North Yorkshire Police. RSPB data and 
government poisoning data shows the Yorkshire Dales to be a national black spot 
for persecution, with at least 20 birds of prey having been illegally poisoned, shot 
or trapped between 2007 and 2011. The Hen Harrier is a rare nesting bird in 
England, with only one pair nesting successfully in 2012. Government studies 
have shown that the uplands of England could support over 300 pairs and that the 
principal reason for the bird's perilous state is illegal persecution associated with 
grouse shooting. 
 

http://www.birdguides.com/home/default.asp
http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?tx=419
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Scientific breakthrough 
 
The post mortem by the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) showed that the bird 
had a fractured left leg and would have died as a result of these injuries. An X-ray 
showed the presence of three tiny metallic fragments at the fracture site, and it was 
suspected the bird had been shot, but this could not be confirmed. However, using 
a scientific technique never before deployed in a UK wildlife crime case, scientists 
from UCL, Stanmore, were able to photograph a cross-section of the leg bone and 
analyse one of the fragments. This analysis confirmed that the particle had entered 
the leg bone and that it was composed primarily of lead. Martin Harper is the 
RSPB's conservation director. Commenting on this case, he said: "Information 
from a satellite transmitter [and]  a detailed post mortem  supported by cutting-
edge scientific analysis  adds weight to our belief that Hen Harriers continue to 
be subject to determined efforts to eradicate them from our countryside. We need 
the Government and its conservation and enforcement agencies to step up to the 
challenge of securing the future of Hen Harriers in England. The problem of 
persecution is well understood; we need Government to bring solutions to the 
table via an emergency recovery plan. The first step is for ministers to confirm 
long-term funding for the National Wildlife Crime Unit  it is essential that the 
UK maintains a national centre of expertise in tackling wildlife crime." 
 

 
 

Hen Harrier, Fowlmere RSPB, Cambridgeshire 
Garth Peacock 

 
The female Hen Harrier  one of the last individuals from the tiny English 
population  came from a nest last year in the Forest of Bowland, in Lancashire. 
The bird, christened 'Bowland Betty', had been fitted with a satellite tag to record 

http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?tx=419
http://www.birdguides.com/sites/site.asp?s=2629
http://www.garthpeacock.co.uk/
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its movements. Data from the tag revealed that the bird had wandered widely in 
England and Scotland, before being gunned down in North Yorkshire. The RSPB's 
Jude Lane works with Hen Harriers in the Forest of Bowland. Commenting on the 
news, she said: "Devastated! That's how I feel about this news. I was privileged to 
have been present when she had her satellite tag fitted. I also had the honour of 
placing her back in the nest once the job had been done. As I placed her back in 
the nest with her siblings that day, I made sure to wish her luck; it's tragic that her 
luck ran out. I feel privileged to have known Betty in her short life. She must not 
be allowed to have died in vain." 
Bob Elliot, the RSPB's head of investigations, said: "The Hen Harrier has become 
so rare that obtaining evidence of persecution has become very difficult, 
demonstrating the importance of cutting-edge techniques. The person who shot 
this bird must have realised they would be bringing the Hen Harrier one step 
closer to oblivion as a breeding bird in England." 
The RSPB is offering a reward of £1000 for anyone with information leading to a 
conviction. People with information can contact the North Yorkshire police or a 
confidential hotline: 0845 4663636. 
 
 

 
 
A few of the forthcoming local events that will hopefully help keep you 
entertained as the days grow ever shorter: 
 

Chineham Conservation Group 
Ann.Henty@serco.com  
 
Forthcoming work parties: 
 
Saturday 26th January  Coppicing   
Sunday 10th February  Coppicing   
Saturday 23rd March  Coppicing  Tollhouse Copse 
Sunday 21st April  Path laying   
Saturday 18th May  Variegated Yellow Archangel removal  Guinea Copse  
 
Hampshire Organic Gardening Group 
http://hampshire-organic-gardening.org/  
 

 HAMPSHIRE POTATO WEEKEND 

10am  3pm 

mailto:Ann.Henty@serco.com
http://hampshire-organic-gardening.org/
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SATURDAY / SUNDAY 26th / 27th JANUARY 2013 

At the Testbourne Community School 

Micheldever Road, Whitchurch, Hants RG28 7JF 

Admission £2 per adult, children free 

A good day out and an event not to be missed by anyone interested in growing 
good flavoured, quality potatoes. 

150 different varieties available and 30 of these are also available as organic seed 
potatoes. These can be purchased in 2.5 gm nets or, more interestingly, as 
individual tubers, so people can enjoy experimenting by growing a few plants of 
varieties that are new to them. The potatoes on offer 
varieties dating back to the 19th century, right through to the most recent 
introductions.  To assist choice, an informative and very comprehensive catalogue 
is available (price 50p), and it is recommended that a copy of this is bought on 
arrival and quietly browsed through over a cup of coffee  before deciding what to 
buy. 

Chris Bird, from the Horticultural Department of Sparsholt College gives a talk 
each morning on growing potatoes and practical advice is on hand throughout both 
days from potato experts Dave Chapell and from Richard Stevens (who supplies 
the tubers) and his team. Pea and bean seeds, also onion and shallot sets are 
available. 

There are activities for children and refreshments. A number of trade stands 
selling seeds, plants, preserves, and organic vegetables are in the main hall. 

A seed swap stall is a popular feature. 
 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust 
http://www.hwt.org.uk/ 
 

Long Walk on Longmoor 

Come for a walk around Longmoor Training Area with Assistant Reserves Officer 
Vicky Russell to appreciate the crisp winter landscape and work off the Christmas 
excesses. The walk, suitable for able walkers, will last several hours and will be 
across hilly heathland. Wrap up, get your walking boots on, and perhaps bring a 
flask of hot drink for a warming tea break along the way. Meet at Longmoor 
Military Training Area. This event could be cancelled at short notice due to 
military training activities. Please contact Vicky on 07503 570493 or e-mail 

http://www.hwt.org.uk/


  

8  

vickyr@hwt.org.uk to book and for further details. Booking is essential. Dogs on 
leads welcome. 

Event details 
Date 05 January 2013 

Time 10.30am 

Event type General Events, Walk 

Nature ReserveLongmoor Military Training Area 

Suggested Donation £2.00 

 

Pamber Forest History Walk  

 

Join assistant reserves officer, David Jewsbury, for an amble around Pamber 
Forest. Hear about the story of the forest revealed by old documents and see 
evidence left by people working in the woods long ago. Meet at Pamber Forest, 
Impstone Road parking area (Map ref. SU 616 621). Contact David on 07836 
493677 or e-mail davidj@hwt.org.uk. The walk is 3 miles long and will last 
around two hours. Pre-booking is required. Sorry, no dogs. 

Event details 
Date 27 January 2013 

Time 10am 

Event type General Events, Walk 

Nature Reserve Pamber Forest, Impstone Road 

Suggested Donation £2.  

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=461650&y=162150&z=0&sv=SU616621&st=5&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
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Please note that all the events noted above may be filmed and photographed for 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust's fundraising and publicity purposes. 
I f you have any concerns, please speak to a member of staff. 
 

Overton Biodiversity Society 
http://www.overton-biodiversity.org/ 
 
17th January 2013 
Wildlife Film Evening 

RSPB films - titles TBC. 
St Mary's Hall from 7:30pm 
For further information please contact Ken. or Jane MacKenzie on 771121. 

 

Local Opportunities for Conservation Volunteering 

Are you interested in your local environment? Do you have a passion for 
conservation and wildlife? If yes, try the following the site to 
happening locally that you could become involved in. 

http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/conservation.htm 

There are opportunities for you as an individual, a family or a social group to join 
the groups of volunteers already working in the following areas: 

Black Dam Ponds and Crabtree Plantation 
Chineham   
Cliddesden  
Glebe Gardens, Victory Park and King 
George Vth Playing Fields (Brookvale) 
Kempshott 

Mill Field Local Nature Reserve 
Oakley 
Old Down, Kempshott 
Overton  
Popley 
South View 

 
 

Late Year Cyprus 
 
A week in mid-November was spent on Cyprus, based in the north-west on the Akamas 
Peninsula and with just a little wildlife-watching being added in to the itinerary. 

Work etc. has not allowed me to 
here are just a few images to whet your appetite! 

http://www.overton-biodiversity.org/
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/conservation.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/black+dam.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/chineham.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/Cliddesden+Community+Conservation+Group.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/parks/townparks/Friends+of+Loddon+Vale+Parks+Group.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/parks/townparks/Friends+of+Loddon+Vale+Parks+Group.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/kempshott.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/millfield.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/oakley.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/Old+Down+and+Beggarwood+Wildlife+Group.htm
http://overton-biodiversity.org/
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/popley.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/popley.htm
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leisure/conservation/southview.htm
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Late Narcissus Narcissus serotinus 

 

Green Toad Bufo viridis 
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Lemon-yellow Tree Frog Hyla savignyi 

 

Lemon Citrus x limon 
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Bugloss sp. Echium sp. 

 

Cyprus Narcissus Narcissus cyprium 
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Church of Saint Raphael, Pomos 
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The Church of Saint Raphael in Pachyammos, is situated just round the headland from 
Pomos, along the beautiful coast road from Agarka. This is the famous church of miracles  

 and it is here that hundreds of pilgrims come 
from all over Cyprus to pray to the saint in the hope of being healed. 

An imposing structure, the Church of St Raphael is relatively new, having been built in the 
late eighties to replace the tiny white washed church still standing just a few metres distant. 
Its setting is absolutely perfect, hanging limpet like on the rocks with stunning views of the 
surrounding seascape. Inside bold, bright wall paintings illustrating biblical stories cover 
every available inch of wall and ceiling space. 

In one corner rests a collection of discarded walkers, crutches, leg braces, and sticks 
abandoned by those whose prayers for a cure have indeed been answered. 
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Nipple Fruit, Prosperity Fruit, Titty Fruit, Cow's Udder, or Apple of Sodom 
Solanum mammosum 

In Japan it is known as Fox Face 

http://www.akamas-villas.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Church-of-Saint-Raphael.jpg
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Wasp sp. 
Clinging on to part of a hive early on a cold morning 

 

 
 

A local! 
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Kourion 
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Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 
Just part of the 8000+ flock! 

 

 
 

Cyprus Cyclamen Cyclamen cyprium 
 
 



  

19  

 
 

Normandy Marsh: 20th. 
 

 For this outing please meet at The Royal Lymington Yacht Club car park for a 10.00am 
start (SZ 333 950; OS Landranger map 196); this being on Bath Road at SO41 3SE. 
 

 
 

 For further details of the starting point, to offer or request a lift etc. please contact a 
Committee Member prior to the weekend of the outing. 
 
The RAC Route Planner gives a distance of 50.31 miles between Basingstoke and the car 
parking area, close to the Royal Lymington Yacht Club, the AA site 50.2; a travelling time 
of 66 and 70 e time to 
reach the site for the start time, so please do bear this in mind when deciding on when to 
leave. 
 

 The area to be visited this month is certainly not as well known or as often visited as the 
adjacent Keyhaven and Pennington Marshes but remains one of the most productive areas 
on the Hampshire coast, a winter visit being especially worthwhile. 
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his empty! 
 
Birds of the coast flock in here in great numbers and variety, the diversity of wetter habitats 
ensuring a good mix as the Group heads away from the marinas on the Lymington River 
and south-west out on to the seawall flanking The Solent, the former however worthy of 
looking over as the calmer waters encourage grebes to hunt close to the paths and pontoons 
edging the boat-filled waters. 
 
The rough grassland and pasture about Normandy Farm provides feeding areas for larks, 
pipits, finches and buntings, perhaps even some of the wintering Stonechat putting in an 
appearance or an early Barn Owl. Curlew and Black-tailed godwit The more heavily 
vegetated areas attract birds less likely to be found in the open, thrushes, Dunnock, 
Bullfinch and wintering Blackcap and Chiffchaff again perhaps being among those to be 
found. 
 

 
 
The offshore waters hold Slavonian among the more expected grebes while the tidal muds 
hold the most notable wintering population of Spotted Redshank in the county; many other 
waders also taking advantage of these food rich feeding grounds. 
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Inland, Normandy Lagoon and Eight Acre Pond provide both feeding and resting sites for 
water birds, egrets and herons, wildfowl and waders, including hopefully Avocet, making 
the most of these as the tide ebbs and flows. 
 

 e winter! We will be walking in areas that are not 
necessarily sheltered from the vagaries of the early year weather  be aware, and prepare. 
 

 The walk will take us in to the early / mid-afternoon, this, as always, very much 
dependant on the weather, those attending, the birds and other wildlife that is good enough 
to appear and the speed with which we wish to progress. 
 
More updated information on the site, the wildlife present and places to visit on the journey 
home, such as the Keyhaven / Pennington Marshes, The Hurst Spit, Blackwater Arboretum, 
Ironswell Pond, Lower Test Marshes and Winnall Moors will be available closer to the day 
of the trip, and during the outing itself. If you have any queries, no matter what, please 
ensure that these are addressed as soon as is possible. 
 
 

 
 

Pagham Harbour: 25th. 
 

WIND 
 

This house has been far out at sea all night, 

The woods crashing through darkness, the booming hills, 

Winds stampeding the fields under the window 

Floundering black astride and blinding wet 



  

22  

 
Till day rose; then under an orange sky 

The hills had new places, and wind wielded 

Blade-light, luminous black and emerald, 

Flexing like the lens of a mad eye. 

 
At noon I scaled along the house-side as far as 

The coal-house door. Once I looked up -- 

Through the brunt wind that dented the balls of my eyes 

The tent of the hills drummed and strained its guyrope, 

 
The fields quivering, the skyline a grimace, 

At any second to bang and vanish with a flap; 

The wind flung a magpie away and a black- 

Back gull bent like an iron bar slowly. The house 

 
Rang like some fine green goblet in the note 

That any second would shatter it. Now deep 

In chairs, in front of the great fire, we grip 

Our hearts and cannot entertain book, thought, 

 
Or each other. We watch the fire blazing, 

And feel the roots of the house move, but sit on, 

Seeing the window tremble to come in, 

Hearing the stones cry out under the horizons. 

TED HUGHES 
  

Fortunately, things had calmed considerably, by the time we gathered at the Sidlesham 
Visitor's Centre, after negotiating the occasional flooded road, wind-thrown branches and 
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storm-torn clumps of Ivy on the tarmac, during the journey down from Basingstoke. The 
wind still had power, though more fitfully, and flung an occasional Magpie about, but there 
was bright sky and the bird-feeders at the centre were busy with Blue and Great Tits, 
Greenfinches, Chaffinches and Goldfinches, while Robin, Blackbird, Dunnock and Collared 
Dove waited for spilled items to fall their way. 
  
It was decided that the group would walk the narrow track towards Church Norton. On the 
way to the start of the track a couple of us paused to look into the small, artificial "dipping 
pond" where a brief appearance from a Great Diving Beetle, surfacing for air, added 
interest. 
 

 
  
The Ferry Pool was much more extensive than usual; the extra water turning the small 
feeder stream into a high-tide estuary at the inland end and areas where many of us are used 
to watching Redshanks and Black-tailed Godwits making pretty patterns of footprints in the 
mud now had ducks afloat over them. Drainage ditches had filled and spread into the 
pasture. Along a grassy margin a large group of Shelduck brightened the scene and a few 
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teal and Mallard rested less visibly. A scatter of Lapwings was noted and amongst the 
Woodpigeons a single Stock Dove. 
  
The coastal path was negotiable, though we had to step carefully around some muddy 
puddles, to avoid any slip-ups. It gives a good view over nearby arable fields and the muddy 
marshes. The highlight, on the landward side was a pair of fairly distant Stonechats sallying 
from tall weeds to snatch spiders, flies and, at one point, a substantial caterpillar. 
 

 
 
Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush and Goldcrest were glimpsed as they crossed the 
path or, more often were heard from the depths of thick clumps of Gorse, Blackthorn or 
Bramble. A Yellowhammer called attention to itself near the house at the start of the track 
and Reed Buntings were heard and seen to dive into the shelter of the rather beautiful 
phragmites beds beside the Long Pool. The waving seed-heads were silvered by the low-
angle sunshine. 
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Phragmites bed, Long Pool (and was there a Bearded Reedling or just an imagined sound?) 
 

Along the muddy course of the Ferry Channel (actually, the course of the Broad Rife; "rife" 
being a very local name for a slow stream flowing through level coastal land, to the sea) 
were several Redshanks, clusters of Mallards and Teal and a Little Grebe but not many of 
any until we were able to see the lower end of the rife, where it decants into the broader 
harbour. There, was where the majority of the action was taking place. 
 

 
 
What immediately caught the eye was a statuesque group of eleven Avocets, standing 
motionless, in the sunshine. All were apparent unipeds, though one did buck the trend and, 
briefly put down another leg, from somewhere (how do they hide such long legs?) while 
tidying a feather. The image shows that not all favour the same leg. It's interesting to note 
the different tilts this results in. One bird seems to have left-wing leanings. Obviously a 
rebel. 
 

 
 

I call one of the images "10-pin Birding". Think about it. Oh, please yerselves. 
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Originally 11 birds, a few slipped away, leaving, first 10, then just a handful. They may 
have decided it was time to feed. Occasional Snipe sneezed and zigged overhead then crash-
dived and vanished into the water-channels. 
 
Although we could see no cause for it, hundreds of birds suddenly rose from the mudflats to 
circle high, in usually discrete flocks. This happened two or three times. There was a 
previously unseen flock of Golden Plovers in tight formation above the rest, but Lapwings, 
Redshanks, Dunlin, Teal, Wigeon, Grey Plover, Turnstones all joined in the predator-
confusing action, even a few Starlings amongst them, but we never found out just what 
predator they were attempting to confuse and confound. We knew, though, that Peregrine 
Falcons are regular visitors to the harbour (they breed in the Chichester Cathedral spire, 
visible to us, just a few miles inland) as are Sparrowhawks, and, most winters, a few Marsh 
and Hen Harriers. It isn't likely that the local Kestrels could have caused such a reaction. 
  
All settled down, though and resumed feeding or whatever they'd been up to before the brief 
period of panic. A few Pintail started pointing their pins at the sky as they up-ended, other 
ducks dabbled, covens of Cormorants formed funereal groups on sand-banks or practiced 
heraldic poses, and waders probed and pecked. I noticed, though, that most of the Avocets 
didn't even flinch, during the disturbances, but the missing ones might have decided upon 
discretion. I hadn't noticed Curlews in the wheeling flocks, though there were plenty feeding 
along muddy channels or resting in the grassy hummocks. 
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We had hoped for the opportunity of searching through the Dark-bellied Brent Goose flock, 
which uses the harbour as a refuge, after grazing in nearby pastures, for a reported Black 
Brant. We saw a total of only four Brents, though; one lone bird and a group of three, flying 
about the harbour. I suppose the rest must have been in fields beyond the north wall. 
Perhaps that was where the Black-tailed Godwits, normally to be expected, were, too. 
  
The group re-traced its steps to the car park, intending to forgo the slippery, muddy march 
to Church Norton, in favour of a comfortable drive there. As we approached the car park, 
small flock of Redwings passed over the centre, trailed by a couple of relatively lumbering 
Fieldfares.  
 
Church Norton, for those who may not have visited, is an interesting archaeological site, 
boasting a motte and baily; the remains of a Norman fort or castle (a reminder of the 
importance of Pagham as a harbour in need of protection, in former times) and a tiny 
church, probably built in late Saxon times. It used to be much larger but the nave was 
nicked and added to St. Peter's Church, in Selsey. It's a complicated story which I won't go 
into here but it's well worth looking up. The cemetery is usually well worth walking around, 
if birding, and some of the tombstones are interesting reading, too, even if they don't have a 
Black Redstart (another regular passage migrant there) perched on them. During migration 
times it often harbours interesting migrants and even in winter can turn-up the occasional 
Firecrest and winter thrushes feeding on berries. This time, however, people made for the 
beach, scanning the harbour mud and islands en route to find Little Egret, Oyster Catcher 
and a surprise Green Woodpecker in bounding flight towards Bognor. Shortly before, a 
Greater Spotted Woodpecker had been seen on a dead tree at the back of a paddock near the 
car park. That tree is an apartment block for tits, Starlings, Stock Doves, Jackdaws and 
probably other birds and, perhaps bats, courtesy of generations of at least 2 species of 
Woodpecker which have mined the wood for their nests. 
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There was a bit of a draught over the pebbles of the beach but we were able to stand up and 
scan the waves and swells for birds. We found at least a dozen Great Crested Grebes and 
four or five Red-breasted Mergansers and Cormorants came and went but no unusual 
grebes, divers, ducks or auks showed, this time. They can be expected but we had probably 
missed the optimum time; around high tide, for these. 
 

 
 
A flat, pebbly beach had been revealed by the dropping tide and birds began to forage or 
rest there. 
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I counted at least 33 Dunlin and 5 Grey Plovers in this (the upper) image  
 
Grey Plovers, busy Turnstones, stalking Oystercatchers and, as the tide revealed more 
beach, a flurry of Dunlins, more Grey Plovers standing watch, and a couple of 
Mediterranean Gulls which seemed to be doing nothing but loafing on the beach, at this 
point. 
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A young Herring Gull began to carry shellfish into the air to drop onto the stones and a pair 
of Carrion Crows did the same. I suppose they might actually crack a shell every now and 
then but I think it more likely that the concussion causes the winkle or cockle to relax and 
become reachable to the probing bill of the bird. 
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More Mediterranean Gulls began to beat upwind to other areas which were becoming 
exposed further along the beach, towards Selsey, and most of the waders followed. 
 
About this time, the light showers which had occasionally pestered us began to become 
more, as the forecasters say "organised" and convinced people that it was probably about 
time to return home. 
  
     Doug. Kelson 
 
 

 
 

Fleet Pond: 16th. 
 

the sheltering trees about the pond. 
 
The drive to the car park was, for some at least, brightened by an adult Grey Heron hunting 

flanking woodland about the pond being evident in many areas on the circuit being 
completed. 
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urrounds attracted several vocal and very active Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, a Green also being heard but not showing. The skeletal trees nearby played 
host to Mistle Thrush, Jay, again vocal, Great, Blue and Coal Tit, corvids and gulls being 
seen to move overhead as those attending readied themselves for the off. 
 
Confiding Robin were close-to-hand as the group headed towards the pond, several being in 
song, while a fly-over Lesser Redpoll eluded all but a few. The first identification query of 
the day was r
undertaken, the new track down to the edge being a surprise to many, this here to help in the 
removal of silt from this shallow water feature, perhaps just a metre in depth at most. The 
query, well here it is  
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Viewing out over the pond from the north-eastern corner added Black-headed, Lesser 
Black-backed and Common Gull out on some of the newest features in the pond, posts and 
pontoon-like structures that were obviously appreciated by at least the larids. These and the 
many islands that had been created earlier this year where new to most, the pond being an 
unbroken expanse of water on their last visit. Cormorant were using some but still 

-
eastern corner and Sandy Bay. Carrion Crow were on others, these however appearing 
throughout the meeting in all habitats, Jay however favouring the woodland, often in or 
close to the surrounding gardens, Magpie much the same and both Jackdaw and Rook only 
being seen to move over. A Buzzard was all too briefly seen, low over trees and heading 
westwards along the northern edge of the pond, unexpected and, as already noted, all too 
fleetingly seen. 
 

better views were gained of the scant numbers of 
wildfowl on the pond, Canada Geese, Mute Swan, Great Crested Grebe and Mallard all 
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coming close in, though the grebes did not lower themselves to feed on the offered bread 
from many other site visitors. Further Robin and tits were in the pathside vegetation, 
Chaffinch called nearby and trains continued to hurtle past, Basingstoke or London bound. 
 

 
 
A further feeding station near the north-western corner attracted in single Coot and 
Moorhen while the adjacent reedbeed and elevated viewing area provided a calling and then 
flying Kingfisher, certainly a highlight for many, as always. Greenfinch were atop trees by 
the industrial area and both Siskin and Feral Pigeon were seen over the latter, the finches 
increasing in numbers as we headed along the western edge southwards, their calls 
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confirming identification as they were often silhouetted against the strongly blue and sun-
filled sky. 
 

 
 
The final feeding station, off Chestnut Grove, saw a Greylag and Cormorant on a nearby 

that raised the gloss on the wings. Less obvious was a drake Pochard, found asleep nearby 
and remaining the only one to be seen throughout the day, no Tufted Duck completing the 
lack of expected wintering diving duck. Two Herring Gull, an adult and 1st winter, were on 
the wing but soon spiralled up and away from the area over the railway station, the more 
expected species already recorded however remaining throughout the meeting. 
 



  

36  

 
 
Woodland about the south-western corner of the pond proved most productive, viewing of a 
flock of Siskin feeding on Alder cones also adding several Lesser Redpoll, both Long-tailed 
Tit and Goldcrest then being seen among the waterlogged trees, Blackbird and Robin again 
making their presence known with vocalisations; the prolonged stop here providing other 
pond visitors with a reason to question the group on what they were watching  Siskin, and 
then some blank looks in return! 
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ensuring their continued presence and activity about the woodland, unlike in recent winters. 
The flooded triangle of woodland by the green bridge and south-western corner was quieter 
than might have been hoped, Jay, Carrion Crow and Woodpigeon being in the trees while 
Chaffinch, Dunnock and the only Song Thrush of the outing fed about the edges of the area 
that would again hold American Skunk Cabbage in the coming spring. 
 
The tangled woodland about the southern edge of the pond held the first Nuthatch and 
Treecreeper, three of the first being seen we
showing very well as it clambered upwards on a lonely mission to secure more invertebrate 
prey; one of the nuthatch provided a shower of arboreal debris over the group as it 
hammered away at a pine branch. It was not just the Nuthatch that were vocal here, a Water 
Rail being heard but not seen as it moved about the hidden edges of the pond and woodland 

restless and lingering as the Siskin moved on. 
 
Deeper in to the woodland a Grey Wagtail moved about the edges of additional flooding, 
yes it was there really! 
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Nearby an assembly of small bracket fungi took the focus away from the birds, if only for 
the shortest of times; the success of fungi earlier in the year being noted and commented 
upon by several at this stage. 
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Yet more Jay were encountered nearing Sandy Bay, one lingering in the open and allowing 
the blues in the wings to be compared with the still sunlit sky behind it. 
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Viewing northwards from the bay, as above, saw Magpie and Woodpigeon on the wing, 
Cormorant and Black-headed Gull on the distant islands and trees and the first Teal of the 
outing added, preepings
carr. A bird that did however show, albeit briefly as it headed out over the reeds and trees, 

You had to be there!  
hidden out of view in the damper inaccessible areas. Another in the same category was a 
Little Egret that flighted eastwards just minutes later, once again only being seen by the few 
that had not already headed once more in to the woodland. 
 
The early afternoon woodland was quiet, Robin once again the most obvious resident with 
the raucous calls of Jay occasionally breaking the relative silence. Carrion Crow waded in 
conservation areas newly created over the past few years, no Snipe or Teal however making 
the most of these deluxe habitats. 
 
As the Group neared the car park a Silver Birch in disrepair played host to a Green 
Woodpecker, perhaps the bird heard as the Group waited at the start several hours 
previously. The early afternoon sun lit this bird well, the greens, red and black all glowing 
as it hunched against the already much used and abused bole. 
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No woodpecker on this one, just the damage inflicted! 
 
Nearly 50 species were recorded by the 11 that attended, several birds sure to linger in the 
memories of some for a while yet  the showy and vocal Nuthatch, the creeping 
Treecreeper, the as always too briefly seen Kingfisher, the dozing Pochard, the aggressive 
Mute Swan, who knows, something there for everybody. 
 
 

Local Wildlife News 
 
The following highlights  reports received over the early winter period. If you ve anything 
further to add, please feel free to let us know at any time. Also, as they say, this is Just the 
tip of the iceberg   great deal more out there to be found, especially as we head in 
to the autumn proper! 
 
Barn Owl  several remained at roadside sites, one however suffering the consequences of 
this; being seen as a newly created corpse early one morning.  
Brown Hare  remaining in good numbers in the north-west of the Borough though none 
were confirmed elsewhere. 
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Buff-‐bellied Pipit  

regular haunts; a first for Berkshire and just the second readily obtainable bird in the south-
east. 
 

 
 

(American) Buff-bellied Pipit Anthus rubescens 
Doug. Kelson 

 
Fieldfare  numbers remained poor, as did Redwing i.e. none of either species being 
recorded on the outing at Fleet Pond, surely a first! 
Hawfinch  remaining more than elusive, several put in brief appearances about the 
Lychpit area. 
Hen Harrier  a ringtail moved purposefully over Lychpit late morning of 17th. 
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Little Egret  the pond and trees about The Millstone PH remained the place to see these 
locally with up to ten noted roosting there. 
Pied Wagtail  roosting birds were seen at several locations, the maximum count being 
recorded as 150!  
Pipistrelle sp.  recorded at a number of sites with the milder weather finding more of 
these evident than might have been expected, or perhaps just more of you out-and-about 
during the evenings. Grey Squirrel also remained very active but no reports were received 
of Hedgehogs. 
Red Kite  roost numbers remained low, the wetter weather earlier in the year affecting the 
breeding productivity locally. 
Water Pipit  several cressbeds about the Alresfords played host to these once again, 
though long gone are the days of regular numbers over-wintering there. 
Waxwing  these remained as equally elusive as Hawfinch, single observers briefly seeing 
small number with none yet to linger anywhere locally, though they are definitely still on 
the way! 
 
As always, thank you to all those that have contributed to this report; if I have missed 
anything, please do let me know and be sure to keep me updated as we head towards the end 
of the year and in to yet another. If you find anything you consider particularly notable, or 
you would like an update on what is happening locally, please do feel free to contact me at 
any time. I can assure you that you will always get a favourable response! 07895  388378 
is the hot line, well my mobile number anyway!  
 
 

 
 
And just for Christmas uffed this year! 
 
1. Sandra and Carol, played by Nerys Hughes and Elizabeth Estensen, were the main 
characters in which TV series?  
2. What was the name of the bird with the voice of Bernard Cribbins used to advertise BT?  
3. What name did Sir Malcolm Campbell christen the car in which he broke the world land 
speed record in 1928 and 1931?  
4. Which bird gave Fleetwood Mac a no.1 instrumental hit?  
5. What familiar seabird do sailors call mother Clary's chicken?  
6. In which town do the characters in birds of a feather live?  
7. What is the smallest flightless bird?  
8. What is the study of birds' eggs called?  
9. What is the collective term for a group of ravens?  
10. Who is Donald duck's girlfriend?  
11. Who plays the role of Maximus in the 2000 film Gladiator?  
12. Who was the English player to win the Embassy snooker world championship in 1991?  
13. In 1970 what was the first top ten hit for T. Rex?  
14. What is the nickname of Norwich City F.C.?  
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15. Who designed St. Paul's Cathedral?  
16. Which actress played the part of nurse Tina Seabrook in casualty?  
17. Played by Steve Coogan, who is the star of 'Knowing me, knowing you?'  
18. In Magnum, Orson Welles provides the voice of which character who is never seen, the 
owner of the estate Magnum protects?  
19. Who was the first ever Substitute to take the field in the history of the football league?  
20. What is the nickname of the New Zealand rugby league side?  
 
From November: all things white and wonderful! 
 
1)   . Ptarmigan 
2)   As above, but a somewhat more musty critter. Stoat 
3)   Are they wild, or are they feral? Snow Goose 
4)   A massif rug? Mountain Hare 
5)   A dotty place to go in the winter! Cairngorm 
6)   Snowy streamers? Snow Bunting 
7)   From the  Iceland Gull 
8)   A toothy rarity. Ivory Gull 
9)   Small and snowy, but much less rare. Little Egret 
10)  Great White Egret 
11) An ibis only by science. Cattle Egret 
12) Farlingt  Coot 
13) A blizzard of blossoms. Snowdrop 
14) A more than pointy piniped-shaped goliath. Narwhal 
15) The largest and rarest of the northern falconidae. Gyr 
16) Re-introduced, however, not to Old Basing. White-tailed Eagle 
17) Big nose! From  -eagle 
18)  Siberian Crane 
19)  Snow 
20) The woodcut wildfowl.  

 

 


